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SUMMARY OF DPH DRAFT CIGAR RULES 


The Commissioner of Public Health has proposed regulations governing manufactured 
cigars sold in the Commonwealth. 105 CMR 650.000. The proposed regulations would require 
packages of such cigars to carry certain information, as of November 1, 1999, to avoid being 
“misbranded” under the Hazardous Substances Labeling Law, Mass. Gen. L. ch. 94B, Sec. 3. 
The Department of Public Health (“DPH”) will hold hearings on the proposed regulations in 
Boston on May 21. Written comments must be filed by May 29. 


The draft proposed DPH regulations would — 
. Add cigars to the “Listing of Toxic Substances” under 105 CMR 650.015, the 


“Listing of Irritants” under 105 CMR 650.016, and the “Listing of Hazardous 
Substances” under 105 CMR 650.017. 


> Provide for cigar testing, apparently by an outside laboratory under contract with DPH, 
regarding “tar,” nicotine, and carbon monoxide yields, pursuant to a specified test 
method. l 

° Require, on packages of any cigar brand family with a two percent or greater national 


market share, a label setting forth the test results for the cigar brand, next to the “tar,” 
nicotine, and carbon monoxide ratings for a “typical” cigarette. 


° Require, on packages of any cigar brand family with less than a two percent national 
market share, a label stating that, “for each gram smoked,” the cigar brand yields an 
amount of “tar,” nicotine, and carbon monoxide that is a specified number of times 
greater than the amount yielded by a “typical” cigarette. One set of multiples is specified 
for small cigars, and another set is for large cigars. 


‘ Require, above the “tar,” nicotine, and carbon dioxide ratings, a health warning stating 
that cigars are not a safe alternative to cigarettes, and require, below the ratings, an “800” 
number to cali “for help to quit.” 


* The label must occupy the top 25 percent of the back panel of the package or 
container, and must be printed in white text on a black background or in black text 
on a white background. 
. Manufacturers would have an opportunity to persuade DPH to use results from other tests 


for the package label, in lieu of the contract laboratory’s results 
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